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mainly scientific and political. In 1929-30 the national printing-
houses issued 15,000 publications, with sixty-seven editions of Lenin's
works in different languages, in one year. By 1934, seventy-four
national minorities and groups, previously without a written alpha-
bet, had received one. The Latin script is used by sixty-eight nation-
alities. There has been a great development of the general cultural life
of the nationalities—in theatres, which have flourished particularly
in Georgia, Uzbekistan, Bashkiria, White Russia, the Tatar
Republic, the Marii District, and Turkestan. All these were highly
praised at the All-Union Theatre Olympiad in 1930. Museum statistics
are also an interesting indication of cultural development:
Prior to 1917	1934
Social-Economic Museums  .	1	.	.	.10
Natural Science Museums    .	3	.	.	,9
Technical Museums    .         .	3	.	.	.8
Ethnographic Museums       .	16	.	.	.35
Arts Museums    .         .         .	6	.	.	.17
Revolutionary Museums      .	6	.	,	.34
Anti-Religious Museums      .	—	.	.	.5
The cinema and the wireless have spread rapidly. Travelling cinemas
go to all remote places where there is not a stationary one. There are
comparatively few people in the U.S.S.R. who have not somehow
seen a cinema performance. Wireless sets are to be found in almost
every hut, and often in the tents of the nomads.
Scientific research institutes are also rapidly increasing. Uzbekistan,
for example, an Asiatic region where before the Revolution literacy
was 1 per cent, now has 28 research institutes, with 4 branches.
There are 23,000 research workers in the U.S.S.R., and about 10 per
cent of these belong to national minorities. The Crimea has 18 per
cent, the Buryat Republic 50 per cent, Transcaucasia 72 per cent,
and White Russia 77 per cent national scientific workers.
Every large area has now its own research institute, carrying on
work into the educational problems of national minorities. Educa-
tionally they are advancing so rapidly that the Central National
Minorities' Institute in Moscow is often unaware of the progress made.
It is not only the larger units that are developing fast. Many of the
minor groups are joining the front ranks of education. For example,
after an expedition it was discovered that a small tribe known as the
Akhti, inhabiting the highest and most inaccessible points of Kazak-
stan, has with its own resources, and quite unaided, created a school

